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SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Why do we have horses?

For most people horseare a luxury. There
are still a few real cowboyand cowgirls
that use them on alailybasis for working
cattle and riding fencegdoing genera
ranch work, but o matterg K S G K S NJ’
work or play,at some level waelesirea
relationship withour fourlegged
friends.

So the question becomeghat do we want out of t
relationship?Better yet, what does God wat out of His
relationship with u®

And God made the beast of the earth after his
kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and
God saw that it was goodAnd God said, Let us
make man in Our image, ta Qur likeness: and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thin
that creepeth upon the earth.

Genesis 1:226

Dominion is not simply to rulever these
beasts of bullen, to make them do what

‘] we saywhenand howwe say it. The

' word dominioncarries with it

tremendous responsibility. The care and
nurturing of these animals is par@unt
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a4 K2 dzf Ry eiThefche&p8st part of horse ownership is

the purchase price. Dominidncludes competent, regular

farrier work, shots, feed, worming, floating of teeth and any

other things that come up that require medical attention

regular exercise and turnout, stalleaning, etc. etc. etd. Qf £ 3 S
off my soapbox, but | cannot over emphasize the importance

of care.

And God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He
created them.

Genesis 1:27

Imagine that God created usn His own imageé/Ne are His
masterpieceD2 R R2 Yy Qi  Y\hdn$ou get up ahdag 1 H
Y2NYAYy3As R2 @2dz f221 Ay (GKS YA
masterpiece?ou shouldD 2 RQ& K 2 Ni#aSaipiedeNB KA
as well. | know that because He is coming back on a white

horse and those of us who are believers will be right behind

him.




2 KAETS GKS& FNB 1 A& YIFaidSNLRSC
T 22d2Q@0S KIR K2NESa TFT2Nimeye |
2NJ g2 6KSYy GKAYy3Ia RARYQO 32
g 2 dzt lead,Ricked the farrieror maybebucked you off.

2850@0S Ittt 6SSy GKSNBI |yR Al

Our horses seem to naturally adhat frustrates ughe most
Whenever they are doing something thatundesirablethey
are ruming away fronour instruction. Even if they are just
standingbut not giving to the slightest pull on the bthey are
running away.

If the horse has never been handled or been in the presence

of humans beforgthat running thing becomes obvious real

quick. Sometims, though, our horses malgave known ugor

quite some time and yet they aill runninganyway like

when we go to the pasture to catch them and they see the
halterinourhands5  y3 AF GKFG FAYyQO T

We run from God a Igtoo. Even though wenight be saved,

S R2yQl | fgle&a R2Wwsflounder KS 641
around in His permissive will rather than working in His
LISNFSOO gAfftd ¢KIG R2SayQi Y€
or pillaging and plundering our neighborhoodisjust means

% S Oniitisloing precisely what He would have us to do.

K2g R2 L 1y26 SEIOGf e

How about looking in His word?S O y Qi Li@hata A o f
Godwantsustodda ¥ ¢S R2y QUO KR dzNBR A
Holy, immutable word, His love letter to u¢f. we read it on a
regularbasis take it to heart and implement what it sayse

have the poweto change our lives in ways that go beyond
anything we can imaginét starts with small changes as God
convicts us of




probably have more than one bible in your home. The

guestion beomes how often do you read thenYou might be
GKAY1Ay3a GKFEG @82dz R2y Qi NBFR A
the passages. Maybe you think the languag®dshard to

understand. Let me telfou a little story about that:

There was a pastor who had a congregation

YSYOSNI GKIFd alFAR KS gl ayQi 3
y@Y2NBE 0SOldaAaS KS 02dzZ RyQi
KS KFER NBIFIR® ¢KS& 4gSNB 62N A
market, ceop type of thing, and the pastor took a

wicker basket and asked the man to go over to one

of the spigots and fill the basket for ten minutes.

The man looked at the pastor like he has lost his

mind. He told the pastdil K ¢ G KS ol a{1Si 42
holdwater and that it would be a waste of time.

The pastor asked the man if he would just go and

do it for him. Reluctantly the man went and held

the basket under the tap for ten minutes.

KSy KS OIYS 01 GKS Yly &t
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The pastorreplieRX & . dzi @2dz KIF @S (2
I 20 Of SII ySNI¢

People, we are living in very difficult times and we are all
f221Ay3 F2NI I YyaAsSNEP® ¢KSe& | NB
immutable wordD2 R OF y QiU (Sl OK dza Fyed
to Him.




Look at Me

Thesame is true obur relationship with ouhorseswe O I y Q
teach ourhorses anything ifthey g 2 y Qi 2Havetol (0  d:
KIS (KS K2NBRSQa |GGSyuAazy AT
If you get their attentionthey will usuallylisten. Think about

it this way, if the lead mare in the pasture decides she wants a
gelding to move over shigrst must have his attention so that

KS 1y26a akKSQa I anightgtar bkjasy § 2
givingalook,pimh y3 |y St NI L&hermiakgoi R
to the next leveland snake her neck a bit and begin moving
towards the inattentive solefl G KIF &G R2Say Qi O:
may plant her front feet and give thelfieffect of both hirl

feet. | guarantee youf shegoes to thatevel she wilhave his

full undivided attention.The next time shasks him to move

he will be a little quicker on the draw.

Sometimes | wish it was that easy for itseemslike | have to

learn somethings over and over again. | swear | never cease
tobe amazed. Ydr YA IKG GKAYy|l 2F D2RQ3
22NR® LGQa GKSNB 6S NBFR |yR

LOQ&a | @2y RSNFAZ lodkiamniN@&ENI Ay &K
ourselves¢ KI 1Qa GKS YANNRZRNI 6KSNB
LiQa (sédtBow pefecpeople lived, but how

people like us, people with blemishes, warts and all other

kinds of imperfections lived.

We see people who committed murddretrayed one another

in thought word and deed and just exactly what they did with
it.tLGQ& | f Here Arg/nocibvié éipeBr $pindo make it

look better. They are all people like us. They come in every
shape, size and occupation, and we have the benefit of seeing
how they lived their lives and the consequences and rewards
therein.
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torture for our horsesas I said before) KS . A06f S & K2 dz
torture for us to read and learn fromWhetherwe are
involved inpornography o gossip or jat living out our dayto-
day livesthe bible gives ushe solutions to deal with all the
issues, trigs and tribulations




So in this process, where and how do we begin teaching the
K2NARSK ¢KSNB NP FAQOS (KAy3a
horse to do anything new.

Will he lick his lips?

Will he give me a willing ear?

Will he drop and relax his head?
Will he give me a big sigh?

Will herelax a hoofor bend a knee?

agrwnE

L R2y Qi ySSR Ittt 2% GKSY G 2
timestellmeg KSGKSNJ KSQa NBIFRe G2 f
The licking and chewing motion in the herd represents to the
other horses that | am not a threat. 2 dzQf € &aSS F21I
funny mouthing motion when it is approached by a horse

other than its mother.

Sametimes when we start
working a horse in a round
pen the only thing we can get
them to do is run. In the
beginning they think they are
- running from us. They are.
But as they continue going
— around they soonealize that

- we arechasing them. And the
horse beng lazy by nature
~ wants to stop pretty soon
. and they begin signaling by

) - N ' licking their lips What
0 KSe& QNEB dadve xyy23i ahd rEndgotidie thisieal?
| want to stopé We let them stop and rest wh us. They soon
realize that we aregheir sde place.That is the beginning.
Without that trust we can do nothing with the horse. They are
bigger than we argfaster than we are. They are
claustrophobic and throttleaholics.
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We are no different. We are out here in the world running

from God, doing Wwatever2 SQNB i GKS OF aAy?2
YSEGU Y2y KQ&a NByd 2N GKS St SO
work out we try something else. Waay runfrom sin to sin

trying to fill that Godshaped holghat everyone hasith

everything the world has to offeand finding no relief.

God is right there in the center of our round pen calling to us
asking us to look at Him. In the midst of whatever nonsense

we have created for ourselveble is waiting for us to rest with

Him. After we have exhausted all our eftsrat finding peace

and purpose in the things of the world, God is waiting to see if
we will look to Him for the answer He is waiting to see if we

are, in essence, licking our lipsoelieve that because we are
sinners by natur@ndmore oftenthan nots S RIBoK @ U

Him Like the horse, we may be afradd.S Y A 3 KL R2Hy&
want to be labeled some kind of religiolimaticd €
Alternatively,you mightsayd L R2y QU gl yi G2 0°¢

LOQ@S 320 ySéa FT2NJ &@2dzd ¢S OKdz
areperfect ¢ KS OKdz2NDK Aa | LX I OS ¥+
Amen?t S2LX S KI @S alAR (G2 YS GKIF
church because they know someone down there that is a
KELI2ZONAGS® ¢KIFGQa oKSy L S0 @
God wants us teaome as we a&. We cannot cleanse ourselves

anymore than the horse can teach himself to have good
ground mannersr do a flying lead change ome The horse
must have a leader, and we needeadertoo. There is only
one leademwho will guide us in spitiand truth, and that is
Jesus Christ.




We stand in
the center of
) the round pen
extendng our
hand in a
spirit of
friendship and
| trust. We

w want the

| horse to come
to us. We
want him to give to our directiorGenerally in thahe will

have food, wagr, and shelterlt is there that we cancarefor
himin a manner beyondtis simple physical needk isthere
that we aremore likely towant to care of himlt is with us
that he attains a purpose greater than he could on his ofh.
that being said, 8 R 2 S & yoQdcepKanyiig we have to
offer.

Well, guess what? God is standing in the center of His round
pen extending His grace and mercy to us. Itis free. Itis a gift.
All we have to do is accept (Bod is a perfect gentlemahie
wonQ U TisgoNaEx8pt anything he has to offane only

need to give.

We need to understand thahere is nothing we can do that is
good enough, there is no amount of money we can spend to
be righteous in the presence of Gathe gift is free and like
the horse,all we have to do isome to the center and rest
with Him

Atthe pointthat the horse joins up with usve can see if they
are really listening ¢ KSe& Yl & 3IAAPS dza (K
NHzyyAy3 FNRBY dza> odzi AlQa y2i




Youwk Sa& (y26 6KIG LQY GFE1Ay3a |
A2YSOKAY3IZ @2dzQNB NBbutheds (GNBAY
watchingTV. When you stop at the appropriate place
expectinganansw&r KS &l @asz a2 KIFGKé

When the horse drops hisead we know he iselaxng. The

horse is deepeninthe trust relationship By lowering his

head, he is showing that with our touch arnd our presence

he will begin the process dfuly releasng himself to us If

82dz2Q0S SOSNI KIR (KIG SELISNASYO
can be

Wetoo, when we come into the presence of God lower our
heads.There with our heads lowerede humble ourselves
before God.

If my people, who are
called by my name,
will humble
themselves and pray / y
and seek my face, and i
turn from their wicked :
ways, tren will | hear

from heaven, and
heal their lands.

2 Chronicles 7:14

Pagel '



Humbling ourselves before a righteous God, the one who
created us, who knew of our existence before the beginning of
the world, who made us the masterpiece that we are, with all
our gifts and abilities is the right thing to dolf that is not

enough for us to place ourselvésimbly into the grand

scheme of things, consider this:

In the evenings, Theodore Roosevelt and his friend, the naturalist,
William Beebe, would go out and lookthe skies, searching for a

tiny patch of light near the constellation of Pegasus. "This is the
spiral galaxy in Andromeda," they would chant. "It is as large as our
Milky Way. It is one of a hundred million galaxies. It consists of one
hundred billion sus, each larger than our sun.” Then Roosevelt
would turn to his companion and say, "Now | think we are smalll
Sy2dAKe [ SiQa 32 (2 0SRoh
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In the beginning, the horse is

wild and free running without

any direction or purpose. If they

R2y Qi O2YSlalzyRSNJ O2y i N2
gain some meaningful purpose

in their life, there is every

possibility they will end up at

the sale barn. That is nothing

less than destruction.

L¥ S R2 y2i0 G4Fr1S D2RQa

leadership and guidance by

accepting Jesus Christ as Lord

and Savior, we too arkeaded for destruction. Remember sin

is always black, hell is hot, eternity is long, but salvation is
sure.

As | said before, the
horse begins his life
running free. If he is
willing, he can come
under our
leadership and
direction with the
web halter. A he
grows and learns,
we graduate him to
the rope halter. Itis
there that we fix,
refine and reinforce
all that itis we want
him to do. We put
them on the bit for finishing, but when they are really good,
we take all control off and it is then and thetieat they move
with us willingly.




