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SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
 

Why do we have horses?  
 
For most people horses are a luxury. There 
are still a few real cowboys and cowgirls 
that use them on a daily basis for working 
cattle and riding fences, doing general 
ranch work, but no matter ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ 
work or play, at some level we desire a 
relationship with our four-legged 
friends.  
 
So the question becomes: what do we want out of that 
relationship? Better yet, what does God want out of His 
relationship with us? 

 
And God made the beast of the earth after his 
kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and 
God saw that it was good.  And God said, Let us 
make man in Our image, after Our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth. 

Genesis 1:25-26 
 
Dominion is not simply to rule over these 
beasts of burden, to make them do what 
we say, when and how we say it. The 
word dominion carries with it 
tremendous responsibility. The care and 
nurturing of these animals is paramount. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ 
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ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻne. The cheapest part of horse ownership is 
the purchase price. Dominion includes competent, regular 
farrier work, shots, feed, worming, floating of teeth and any 
other things that come up that require medical attention, 
regular exercise and turnout, stall cleaning, etc. etc. etc. LΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ 
off my soapbox, but I cannot over emphasize the importance 
of care. 
 

And God created man in His own image, in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them.  

Genesis 1:27 
 
Imagine that! God created us in His own image. We are His 
masterpiece. DƻŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƴƻ ƧǳƴƪΗ When you get up in the 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
masterpiece? You should. DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ masterpieces 
as well. I know that because He is coming back on a white 
horse, and those of us who are believers will be right behind 
him. 
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²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Iƛǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
iŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ time 
ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭΦ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ load, kicked the farrier, or maybe bucked you off. 
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΦ 
 
Our horses seem to naturally do what frustrates us the most. 
Whenever they are doing something that is undesirable, they 
are running away from our instruction. Even if they are just 
standing but not giving to the slightest pull on the bit, they are 
running away. 
 
If the horse has never been handled or been in the presence 
of humans before, that running thing becomes obvious real 
quick. Sometimes, though, our horses may have known us for 
quite some time and yet they are still running anyway, like 
when we go to the pasture to catch them and they see the 
halter in our hands. 5ŀƴƎ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƛƴΩǘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎΗ 
 
We run from God a lot, too. Even though we might be saved, 
ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ We flounder 
around in His permissive will rather than working in His 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǊƻōōƛƴƎ ōŀƴƪǎ 
or pillaging and plundering our neighborhoods. It just means 
ǿŜΩǊŜ not doing precisely what He would have us to do.  
 
ά²ŜƭƭΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ L ƪƴƻǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ  
 
How about looking in His word? ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ what 
God wants us to do ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ IƛƳΦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
Holy, immutable word, His love letter to us. If we read it on a 
regular basis, take it to heart and implement what it says, we 
have the power to change our lives in ways that go beyond 
anything we can imagine. It starts with small changes as God 
convicts us of things we should do differently. Some of you 
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probably have more than one bible in your home. The 
question becomes how often do you read them? You might be 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛȊŜ 
the passages. Maybe you think the language is too hard to 
understand. Let me tell you a little story about that: 
 

There was a pastor who had a congregation 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƛōƭŜ 
ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ 
market, co-op type of thing, and the pastor took a 
wicker basket and asked the man to go over to one 
of the spigots and fill the basket for ten minutes. 
The man looked at the pastor like he has lost his 
mind. He told the pastor ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
hold water and that it would be a waste of time. 
The pastor asked the man if he would just go and 
do it for him. Reluctantly the man went and held 
the basket under the tap for ten minutes.  
 
²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ŜŜΣ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ƘƻƭŘ ŀƴȅ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ   
 
The pastor replieŘΣ ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŀ ƭƻǘ ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊΦέ  

 
People, we are living in very difficult times and we are all 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻƭȅΣ 
immutable word. DƻŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ 
to Him. 
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Look at Me 
 
The same is true of our relationship with our horses; we ŎŀƴΩǘ 
teach our horses anything if they ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǳǎΦ I have to 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
If you get their attention, they will usually listen. Think about 
it this way, if the lead mare in the pasture decides she wants a 
gelding to move over she first must have his attention so that 
ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜΦ {ƘŜ might start by just 
giving a look, pinnƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊΦ LŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ, she may go 
to the next level and snake her neck a bit and begin moving 
towards the inattentive sole. IŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ƘƛƳΣ ǎƘŜ 
may plant her front feet and give the full effect of both hind 
feet. I guarantee you if she goes to that level she will have his 
full undivided attention. The next time she asks him to move 
he will be a little quicker on the draw.   
 
Sometimes I wish it was that easy for us. It seems like I have to 
learn some things over and over again. I swear I never cease 
to be amazed. Yoǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǇŜƴ ŀǎ Iƛǎ Iƻƭȅ 
²ƻǊŘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ  
 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ look and see 
ourselves. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜΦ 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ see not how perfect people lived, but how 
people like us, people with blemishes, warts and all other 
kinds of imperfections lived.  
 
We see people who committed murder, betrayed one another 
in thought, word and deed and just exactly what they did with 
it. LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢here are no cover-ups or spin to make it 
look better. They are all people like us. They come in every 
shape, size and occupation, and we have the benefit of seeing 
how they lived their lives and the consequences and rewards 
therein.  
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άhƘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣέ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΣ άǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜΦέ  
 
Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǇŜƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 
torture for our horses, as I said before, ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 
torture for us to read and learn from.  Whether we are 
involved in pornography or gossip or just living out our day-to-
day lives, the bible gives us the solutions to deal with all the 
issues, trials and tribulations.   
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So in this process, where and how do we begin teaching the 
ƘƻǊǎŜΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ LΩƳ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
horse to do anything new.  
 

1. Will he lick his lips? 
2. Will he give me a willing ear? 
3. Will he drop and relax his head? 
4. Will he give me a big sigh? 
5. Will he relax a hoof or bend a knee? 
 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ōǳǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻƴŜǎ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
times tell me ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƘŜΩǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƻǊ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ 
The licking and chewing motion in the herd represents to the 
other horses that I am not a threat. ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ Ŧƻŀƭǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
funny mouthing motion when it is approached by a horse 
other than its mother. 
 

Sometimes when we start 
working a horse in a round 
pen the only thing we can get 
them to do is run. In the 
beginning they think they are 
running from us. They are. 
But as they continue going 
around they soon realize that 
we are chasing them. And the 
horse being lazy by nature 
wants to stop pretty soon, 
and they begin signaling by 
licking their lips. What 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǎΣ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦ /an I renegotiate this deal? 
I want to stop.έ We let them stop and rest with us. They soon 
realize that we are their safe place. That is the beginning. 
Without that trust we can do nothing with the horse. They are 
bigger than we are, faster than we are. They are 
claustrophobic and throttleaholics. 
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We are no different. We are out here in the world running 
from God, doing whatever. ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǎƛƴƻ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ōƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
work out we try something else. We may run from sin to sin 
trying to fill that God-shaped hole that everyone has with 
everything the world has to offer and finding no relief. 
 
God is right there in the center of our round pen calling to us 
asking us to look at Him. In the midst of whatever nonsense 
we have created for ourselves, He is waiting for us to rest with 
Him. After we have exhausted all our efforts at finding peace 
and purpose in the things of the world, God is waiting to see if 
we will look to Him for the answers. He is waiting to see if we 
are, in essence, licking our lips. I believe that because we are 
sinners by nature and more often than not ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ look to 
Him. Like the horse, we may be afraid. ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ 
want to be labeled some kind of religious lunaticΦέ 
Alternatively, you might say, άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǘŜΦέ 
 
LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ who 
are perfectΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪΦ LΩƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
Amen? tŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 
church because they know someone down there that is a 
ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǘŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
God wants us to come as we are. We cannot cleanse ourselves 
anymore than the horse can teach himself to have good 
ground manners or do a flying lead change on cue. The horse 
must have a leader, and we need a leader too. There is only 
one leader who will guide us in spirit and truth, and that is 
Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 



Page 9 

 
 

We stand in 
the center of 
the round pen 
extending our 
hand in a 
spirit of 
friendship and 
trust. We 
want the 
horse to come 
to us. We 

want him to give to our direction. Generally in that he will 
have food, water, and shelter. It is there that we can care for 
him in a manner beyond his simple physical needs. It is there 
that we are more likely to want to care of him. It is with us 
that he attains a purpose greater than he could on his own. All 
that being said, hŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ to accept anything we have to 
offer.  
 
Well, guess what? God is standing in the center of His round 
pen extending His grace and mercy to us. It is free. It is a gift. 
All we have to do is accept it. God is a perfect gentleman. He 
wonΩǘ ŦƻǊŎŜ us to accept anything he has to offer. We only 
need to give. 
 
We need to understand that there is nothing we can do that is 
good enough, there is no amount of money we can spend to 
be righteous in the presence of God. The gift is free and like 
the horse, all we have to do is come to the center and rest 
with Him. 
 
At the point that the horse joins up with us we can see if they 
are really listeningΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘΦ 
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You wƛǾŜǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ, but he is 
watching TV. When you stop at the appropriate place 
expecting an answerΣ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά²ƘŀǘΚέ 
 
When the horse drops his head we know he is relaxing. The 
horse is deepening the trust relationship. By lowering his 
head, he is showing that with our touch and in our presence 
he will begin the process of truly releasing himself to us. If 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƛǘ 
can be.  
 
We too, when we come into the presence of God lower our 
heads. There with our heads lowered we humble ourselves 
before God. 
 
 If my people, who are 
called by my name, 
will humble 
themselves and pray 
and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I hear 
from heaven, and 
heal their lands. 

 
2 Chronicles 7:14 
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Humbling ourselves before a righteous God, the one who 
created us, who knew of our existence before the beginning of 
the world, who made us the masterpiece that we are, with all  
our gifts and abilities, is the right thing to do. If that is not 
enough for us to place ourselves humbly into the grand 
scheme of things, consider this: 
 
In the evenings, Theodore Roosevelt and his friend, the naturalist, 
William Beebe, would go out and look at the skies, searching for a 
tiny patch of light near the constellation of Pegasus. "This is the 
spiral galaxy in Andromeda," they would chant. "It is as large as our 
Milky Way. It is one of a hundred million galaxies. It consists of one 
hundred billion suns, each larger than our sun." Then Roosevelt 
would turn to his companion and say, "Now I think we are small 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōŜŘΦϦ 
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In the beginning, the horse is 
wild and free running without 
any direction or purpose. If they 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻl or 
gain some meaningful purpose 
in their life, there is every 
possibility they will end up at 
the sale barn. That is nothing 
less than destruction. 
 
LŦ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
leadership and guidance by 
accepting Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior, we too are headed for destruction. Remember sin 
is always black, hell is hot, eternity is long, but salvation is 

sure. 
 
As I said before, the 
horse begins his life 
running free. If he is 
willing, he can come 
under our 
leadership and 
direction with the 
web halter. As he 
grows and learns, 
we graduate him to 
the rope halter. It is 
there that we fix, 
refine and reinforce 
all that it is we want 
him to do. We put 

them on the bit for finishing, but when they are really good, 
we take all control off and it is then and there that they move 
with us willingly.  
 


